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Ventilation on the fireground has been going on since
firefighters fought their first fire. Over the course of time
the reason for ventilation has remained the same but we
seem to have lost our focus on why it’s done. One term
that’s fallen out of our fireground vocabulary is “coordi-
nated attack,” and that’s a great place to start talking about
ventilation.

Ventilation on the fireground is done for two main rea-
sons; to let firefighters work (venting for fire) or to help
civilians hang on a bit longer (venting for life). The priori-
ty or urgency for ventilation is tied directly to one of those
reasons. In simple terms, if firefighters can make their
push into the structure they’ll most likely be able to extin-
guish — and if they can’t then the fire will grow and con-
sume more of the structure. If civilians are trapped inside,
or firefighters are searching for civilians, then lifting the
environment—even a couple of inches—may mean the
difference between reaching (or not reaching) the civilian.

A critical factor in either of
the above examples is fire-
ground ventilation.

When you think about
fires of the past, when we
didn’t have full bunker gear
and we were using 11/2-inch
(or smaller) attack lines, the
only way firefighters could
make the push into the struc-
ture was if somebody creat-
ed a vent opposite of the
firefighters’ push. This vent
allowed the interior environ-
ment to escape on the oppo-
site side of the advancing
firefighters. As they pushed
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in and operated the line the fire and other products exited
(for the most part) on the opposite side. Because the fire-
fighters weren’t fully encapsulated in gear they could only
push in as far as conditions would allow. Basically, the
conditions stopped the attack until the needed ventilation
was performed. If no ventilation was performed then
chances are the team had to back out.

With increases in technology, both in bunker gear and
lightweight hose and nozzle combinations, the current
fireground has become a place where firefighters can pen-
etrate deeper into the structure without coordinating the
vent—simply because the gear and equipment masks the
environment. Nothing has changed, as it relates to coordi-
nated attack or the success it had, it’s just that we’ve fall-
en victim to technology. The end result is that we often-
times cause more damage to the property or ourselves
because we haven’t stuck to the basics of coordinating
attack and ventilation and created the easiest environment
to extinguish the fire. We’ve allowed technology to deter-
mine the tactics we use—unfortunately at the expense of
sound fireground operations.

VENTING FOR FIRE
When it comes to venting for fire here’s what common

sense tells you: ventilation is a priority on the fireground
and must be coordinated with the attack team if the condi-
tions will not allow the attack team to advance into the
structure and extinguish the fire. What this tactic doesn’t

say, but implies, is that you have the resources
in place to attack the fire.

For example: When you arrive on scene
and see fire venting from a second-floor window, with lit-
tle or no smoke meeting you at the front door, then the fire
has self-vented (the vent has been coordinated already). If
you arrive on that same fire with heavy smoke pushing
from that second-floor window—but no fire, then venting
hasn’t occurred yet
and coordinating the
vent is a priority. The
push up the stairs will
be much easier for
both the search team
and the attack team if
the window is vented.
If the window can’t be
vented from the out-
side, due to manpower
or some other reason,
then venting it
becomes a priority of
the attack team as
soon as they can get it
done. Depending on the size and magnitude of the fire the
push up the stairs may be stalled until the vent is accom-
plished. Let’s face it, most departments don’t have the
manpower to fill all the positions on the fireground but
that doesn’t change the basics of coordinated fire attack.

Let’s look at a couple more instances where venting for
fire is a priority tactic on the fireground. The telltale sign
of failure to coordinate ventilation with fire attack is a
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stalled attack. A couple of places that this may happen are
fires in single-story commercial buildings, top-floor fires
in apartment or office buildings, and fires that have gained
control of the attic space—after leaving the occupied
space. In basic fire terms, when fires are mushrooming
down ventilation needs to take place to allow the attack
team to continue.

VENTING FOR LIFE
Let’s take a look at ventilation from the life-safety side

of things, venting for life. Basically, venting for life is
done for trapped civilians by the firefighters searching for
them. It’s ventilation that’s performed to buy time for a
trapped civilian. When there’s a known life hazard, that
firefighters are trying to reach, performing ventilation to

draw the fire or environment away from the
trapped civilian (or lift the smoke off the
ground) is considered venting for life. This
type of ventilation is usually done from the
inside as the search team advances within the
structure. It’s not random ventilation, per se,
it’s coordinated by the inside team in order to
allow them to possibly reach the victim.

Failure to perform the ventilation may stall or completely
stop the search due to conditions on the inside.

One important point to make about venting for life is
that it may intensify the fire conditions because it’s not
coordinated directly with the attack line advance. The
inside team performing the vent should be aware of the
other crews on the fireground, and their progress. They
should also be aware of the impact the ventilation will
have on the fire conditions.

Keep in mind that for those departments that do not
have dedicated truck companies who perform search oper-
ations ahead of, or away from, the attack team—venting
for life may not become a factor on the fireground. It’s not
that life safety is placed any lower on the priority list it’s
just that extinguishing the fire may be the quickest and
safest way to rescue the civilians.

Successful fireground operations involve coordinated fire
attack and that involves ventilation. Depending on the
size, magnitude, and location of the fire the ventilation
component may be the most important factor in control-
ling and extinguishing the fire. To put fireground ventila-
tion into perspective ask yourself this question: Could you
perform the search or advance on the fire without fully
encapsulated bunker gear? While this may seem like a
crazy question the bottom line is that if you read and
understand the actual fire conditions then you’ll under-
stand the importance of fireground ventilation, and the
importance of prioritizing when it takes place on the fire-
ground.
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…the bottom line is that if you read
and understand the actual fire con-
ditions then you’ll understand the
importance of fireground ventila-
tion, and the importance of priori-
tizing when it takes place on the
fireground.







2016 TRAINING CALENDAR • CLASSES HELD AT FDTN’S NATIONAL FIREGROUND TRAINING ACADEMY

FIRE DEPARTMENT TRAINING NETWORK • P.O. BOX 1852 • INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46206 • (317) 862-9679 • WWW.FDTRAINING.COM • INFO@FDTRAINING.COM

APRIL 2016

LIVE-FIRE SPRING TRAINING CAMP
April 17-19, 2016

DESIGNING, CONSTRUCTING,
& OPERATING CONTAINER-BASED TRAINING PROPS

April 20-22, 2016
MAY 2016

ENGINE COMPANY OPERATIONS I
TRUCK COMPANY OPERATIONS I

May 2-4, 2016
FIREGROUND SURVIVAL & 
RAPID INTERVENTION TEAMS

May 23-25, 2016
COMMANDING RIT OPERATIONS

May 25, 2016
FIREGROUND SURVIVAL & 

RAPID INTERVENTION TEAMS TRAIN-THE-TRAINER
May 23-26, 2016
JUNE 2016

FIREGROUND COMPANY OFFICER
June 6-9, 2016

FIREGROUND TRAINING OFFICER
June 27-29, 2016

JULY 2016
ENGINE COMPANY OPERATIONS I

July 25-27, 2016
TRUCK COMPANY OPERATIONS I

July 25-27, 2016
DESIGNING, CONSTRUCTING,

& OPERATING CONTAINER-BASED TRAINING PROPS
July 25-27, 2016

SEPTEMBER 2016

ENGINE COMPANY OPERATIONS II
TRUCK COMPANY OPERATIONS II

September 26-28, 2016
ENGINE COMPANY OPERATIONS III
TRUCK COMPANY OPERATIONS III

September 29-October 1, 2016
OCTOBER 2016

LIVE-FIRE FALL TRAINING CAMP
October 17-19, 2016

NOVEMBER 2016
ENGINE COMPANY OPERATIONS I

November 7-9, 2016
TRUCK COMPANY OPERATIONS I

November 7-9, 2016
DESIGNING, CONSTRUCTING,

& OPERATING CONTAINER-BASED TRAINING PROPS
November 7-9, 2016
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SEND ME THE FOLLOWING FIRENOTES:
_______ INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $48.00 ____________
_______ DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP $240.00 ____________
_______ Price Members
_______ FireNotes – Firefighter Survival $24.95 $19.95 ____________
_______ FireNotes – Fireground Size-Up $24.95 $19.95 ____________
_______ FireNotes – Firefighter Rescue and RIT $34.95 $29.95 ____________
_______ FireNotes – Stretching & Operating the First Line $24.95 $19.95 ____________
_______ FireNotes – Thermal Imaging for the Fire Service $24.95 $19.95 ____________
_______ FireNotes – Fireground Search $24.95 $19.95 ____________
_______ Engine Company Operations – Training Drills $99.00 $89.00 ____________
_______ Truck Company Operations – Training Drills $99.00 $89.00 ____________
_______ Firefighter Survival – Training Drills $99.00 $89.00 ____________
_______ Firefighter Rescue & RIT – Training Drills $99.00 $89.00 ____________
_______ Fireground Strategy & Tactics – Training Drills $99.00 $89.00 ____________
_______ DVD — Firefighter Survival $74.95 $69.95 ____________
_______ DVD — Firefighter Rescue & RIT $129.95 $89.95 ____________

SHIPPING $ ___________
TOTAL $ ___________

Name: ______________________________________________
Rank:_______________________________________________
Department: _________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________State: ______Zip: ________
Country: ________________________
Phone: (      )__________________Fax: (      )______________
Email: ____________________________________

PAYMENT: TOTAL ENCLOSED: ____________
p Check enclosed
p Credit Card (p MC, p VISA, p AMEX)

#: ________________________CCV _____Exp. ______

Signature: ______________________________________

Shipping & handling charges apply to books/DVDs and
are $7.95 for the first book/DVD and $1.50 for each
additional book. Add $5.00 for International delivery.

FIRENOTES — FIREGROUND SKILLS — FIREGROUND LANGUAGE!
The Fire Department Training Network’s highly acclaimed FireNotes series of training
books is unmatched! These books don't follow the standard — they are the standard!
FireNotes are tell-it-like-it-is training books that are reality-based! FireNotes focus on the
need-to-know not the nice-to-know. Each FireNote is filled with step-by-step instruction
on the street-skills needed to get the job done.

TRAINING DRILLS
Adapted from FDTN's highly
successful monthly training
package, FIRE TRAINING.
Each volume contains six
complete training sessions
which include a session
overview, resource and refer-
ence listing, lesson plan, 3
hands-on drills, student test,
and a student roster.

TRAINING DVDS
FDTN's no-nonsense training DVDs are the most com-
prehensive DVDs available on Firefighter Survival and
RIT. Each DVD provides complete explantations and
step-by-step instructions regarding survival skills and
RIT operations on the fireground. 

50 minute DVD includes:
• Developing a Survival Attitude
• SCBA Knowledge
• Mayday Management
• Low Profile Emergencies
• Entanglement Emergencies
• Disorientation Emergencies
• Wall Breaching
• Ladder Slide

135 minute DVD includes:
• RIT Positions & Assignments
• Searching for a Firefighter
• Securing the RIT Tag Line
• Converting the SCBA Waist Strap
• Emergency Air Supply
• Firefighter Drags
• Firefighter Rescue Up/Down Stairs
• Ladder Rescues
• Rescue from Entanglement
• Rescue from Breach/Collapse
• Rescues through the Floor
• Air Management and RIT
• Commanding a RIT Operation
• RIT Benchmarks




